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TO THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA- 

The Remonstrance of the Citizens West of the Allegany Mountains. 

Respectfully sheweth. 

THAT Your Eemonstrants are entitled by Nature and by 
stipulation, to the undisturbed Navigation of the river 
Mississippi, and consider it a right inseparable from their prosper- 
ity. That in colonizing this distant and dangerous desart, they 
always contemplated the free enjoyment of this right, and con- 
sidered it as an inseparable appendage to the country they had 
sought out, had fought for, and acquired. — That for a series of 
years during their early settlement, their petitions to government 
to secure this right, were answered by its alledged weakness, and 
your Eemonstrants taught to expect, that the time was approaching 
fast, when both power and inclination would unite to establish 
it on the firmest grounds. In this anxious expectation they waited, 
and to the insolence of those who arrogated its exclusive exercise, 
they patiently submitted, till the government of America had so 
strengthened itself as to hold out an assurance of future pro- 
tection to all its citizens, and of redress for all their wrongs. 

That protection has not been extended to us, we need only 
refer to our present situation, and that that situation has not been 
concealed from, or unknown to, Congress, we appeal to its archives. 
We have, without ceasing, deplored to you our degraded situation, 
and burdened you with our humble petitions and requests. But 
alas! we still experience, that the strong nerved government of 
America, extends its arm of protection to all the branches of the 
union, but to your Eemonstrants. That it is competent to every 
end, but that single one, by which alone it can benefit us; the 
protection of our Territorial rights. It is competent to exact 
obedience; but not to make that return which can be the only just 
and natural exchange for it. 

Long have your Eemonstrants been anxiously in quest of the 
obstacles that have stood in your way, to the establishment of this 
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our right; and as long has their pursuit been fruitless. Formal 
and tardy negociations have no doubt been often projected, and 
have as often miscarried. It is true, some negociations were once 
attempted, that were neither formal nor tardy, and gave an early 
shock to our encreasing population and to our peace of mind; but 
your Remonstrants are constrained to be of opinion, that the neglect 
or local policy of American councils, has never produced one single 
real effort to procure this right- Could the Government of America 
be for ten years seriously in pursuit of the establishment of a 
grand Territorial right, which was arrogantly suspended, and 
return to that quarter of the union to whom it was all-important, 
but .an equivocal answer ? — We think it high time that we should be 
thoroughly informed of the situation on which your negociations, 
if any, have left this right; for apathy itself has grown hopeless 
from long disappointed expectation. 

Your Remonstrants yield not in patriotism to any of their 
fellow-citizens: but patriotism, like every other thing, has its 
bounds. We love those states from which we were all congregated, 
and no event (not even an attempt to barter away our best rights) 
shall alien our affections from the individual members who com- 
pose them: But attachment to governments cease to be natural, 
when they cease to be mutual. To be subjected to all the burthens, 
and enjoy none of the benefits arising from government, is what 
we will never submit to. Our situation compels us to speak plainly. 
If wretchedness and poverty await us, it is of no concern to us how 
they are produced. We are gratified in the prosperity of the 
Atlantic states, but would not speak the language of truth and 
sincerity, were we not to declare our unwillingness, to make any 
sacrifices to it, when their importance and those sacrifices result 
from our distresses. If the interest of Eastern America requires 
that we should be kept in poverty, it is unreasonable from such 
poverty to exact contributions. The first, if we cannot emerge 
from, we must learn to bear; but the latter, we never can be 
taught to submit to. 

From the General Government of America, therefore, your 
Remonstrants now ask protection, in the free enjoyment of the 
navigation of the river Mississippi, which is withheld from them 
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by the Spaniards. We demand it as a right which you have the 
power to invest us with, and which not to exert, is as great a 
breach of our rights, as to withhold. We declare, that nothing can 
retribute us for the suspension or loss of this inestimable right. 
We declare it to be a right which must be obtained; and do also 
declare, that if the General Government will not procure it for us, 
we shall hold ourselves not answerable for any consequences that 
may result from our own procurement of it. The God of nature 
has given us both the right and means of acquiring and enjoying 
it; and to permit a sacrifice of it to any earthly consideration, 
would be a crime against ourselves, and against our posterity. 

Danville January 6th 1793 2 
Gentlemen 

In obedience to your request & in duty to my fellow Citizens I 
shall briefly state to you my sentiments upon the impt subject 
submitted to my consideration. 

The resolution of your Society is in my opinion not only 
proper but indispensible in the procurement of that right it 
has for its object. 

My reasons for approving the resolutions are these. I consider 
it the duty of those who complain of a grievance to show where 
it exists, that the remedy may be apportioned to the disease. We 
have hitherto complained of the infraction of a right which Nature 
and compact had ceded to us, this complaint cannot (unless we 
adopt the resolve of your Society) be fully supported, admitting 
that the Spanish Government have restrained individuals in the 
exercise of commerce thro the Channell of the Mississippi, it does 
not follow as a consequence that our National rights were thereby 
infringed, for whoever has the most superficial Knowledge of com- 
mercial intercourse among Nations must know that certain rules are 
and ought to be established for their reciprocal benifit. Here- 
tofore it appears to have been the Practice for individuals to emerge 
from this Country on commercial enterprizes without a single 



2As this letter refers to the remonstrance of December 13, 1793, the 
date in the letter must be a mistake for 1794. 
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Muniment of any kind to shew what they were or to whom they 
belonged, such an omission the most shortsighted Policy wold con- 
demn. For in order to legalize trade between Nations, it is as 
necessary to have the sanction of our own laws as the seal of the 
Soverign with whom we traffic, and in Order to evince both or either 
of these such public Acts of Notoriety are necessary as contract, 
immemorial usage or the Laws of Nations require, those defects 
will be removed by carrying the resolve of your Society into effect, 
& if the right of navigation should then be denied to us, then & 
not before ought our complaints to begin. It may be infered from 
my last sentence, at what period I approve of a remonstrance and 
shall for perspicuity, that I think a remonstrance prior to the 
legal demand of the Navigation in the manner proposed by the 
resolution, would be premature. 

The remonstrance in the General meets with my hearty con- 
currence, it is laudable and spirited, and when the necessary pre- 
paratory steps to its proper introduction are taken, I shall cheer- 
fully annex my signature and as many more as my influence can 
command thereto, in the interim I shall do nothing to impede its 
operations. Any services I can render to promote the resolve, are 
at the command of the Society, 
I am 
Gentlemen 

With high Esteem 
Your respectful Servant 
James G. Hunter 
To the Committee 
of Correspondence 
of Democratic Society. 

Scott County January the 19th 1794. 
Fellow Citizens 

Having Eeceived your Address to the Inhabitants of 
Western America, and your Remonstrance to the President and 
Congress of the United States and called a meeting expressly for 
that purpose, we laid them before our Society. After maturely 
considering the Address we conceived it very necessary and ex- 
treamly well calculated for the purpose of rousing the lethargic 
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Spirits of our fellow Citizens in unanimously joining in your 
Spirited remonstrance. Your Remonstrance was also accorded to 
and distributed among the persons we conceived best qualified from 
inclination and influence to render the most service to your Spirited 
undertaking. Your Eesolve with respect to the vessell properly 
Cleared and Registered to pass down the Mississippi met with con- 
siderable opposition and we were obliged to let it ly on the Table 
for further discussion, from your Democratic Bretheren we are 
with 

esteem your fellow 
Citizens 

Robt- Johnston \ Committee of 
Richd. Henderson > Correspondence 
Bartlett Collins ) for Scott County 

To the Corresponding Committee of Kentucky for the Meeting of 
Payette in Lexington. 

Washington (in Pennsylvania) April 8th 

1794 
Citizen Brakinridge 

On the 24th ultimo, a form of a Remonstrance drawn up by 
the Democratic Society of Kentucky, was laid before the Demo- 
cratic Society of this place, by David Bradford, our Vice-President. 
Several of the members were opposed to the adoption of the precise 
form, as inapplicable in all respects to the Washington Democratic 
Society, but rather suited the people of the Western Country 
generally, and in one particular, to the people of Kentucky only; 
however so earnest were a majority to remonstrate before the 
present session of Congress would rise, and others in order to 
convince the people of Kentucky that we feel ourselves the same 
people with them in many of the most important political con- 
siderations, the form so presented, was adopted and signed by 
the President of the society and transmitted under cover to the 
President of the United States and a duplicate thereof to Genl. 
William Irvine, a member in the House of Representatives, for this 
State, in order to be laid before Congress, in case the President 
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should omit laying the one presented to him before that body. You 
Sir, may assure the Democratic Society of Kentucky that the 
Democratic Society of Washington will be at all times happy in 
communicating to them, or receiving from them such communica- 
tions as may tend to procure and establish both our and their na- 
tional and personal Eights. 

If this Letter should happily reach you, we shall be glad to 
know in future, where to address our communications for your 
Society. Yours for this may be addressed to Citizen James Mar- 
shel, President of the Democratic Society of Pennsylvania, in 
Washington County. 

The officers of this Society are 

James Marshal — President 

David Bradford — "Vice-President 

William McCluney — Secretary 

William Hoge — Treasurer 

David Eedick 

Absolem Baird 

Joseph Penticost ^Corresponding Committee 

John Marshal 

Gabriel Blakeney 

we are Citizen President with Respect & 
Esteem your Fellow Citizens 

David Eedick 

A Baird 

J Penticost 

J. Marshal 

Gabl. Blakeney 
President 

and members of the 
Democratic Society of Kentucky. 

To the Democratic Society of Lexington 

/ 9th May 1794. 
Citizens 
Your most pleasing answer to my fortunate address has been 
handed to me by Citizen Campbell. The obliging & flattering 
things which it contains, have filled me with the most lively 
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gratitude, & would increase my zeal, & my attachment to the 
interests of your Country if those sentiments were susceptible of 
an increase. 

I have read with the same sensibility the report of your Com- 
mittee & can not but applaud to the wisdom of the motives which 
have dictated it. I will communicate those two pretious pieces 
to the Executive Council. Although not official papers, they will 
not be the less favorably received, being the authentic porofs of all 
I will advance upon the favorable dispositions of the inhabitants of 
Kentucky, towards the French Eepublic, their sincere and continual 
prayers for the success of her arms, & the universal Joy which I 
have seen exprest in every quarter at the announce of her different 
victories. 

Citizens, I go with the firm assurance that my Steps with 
the Constituted powers of the Eepublic will be crowned with Suc- 
cess. Was I deceived in that hope, I have still the resource of 
making an attempt on the minds of the head men of the Trading 
& maritime Towns, & their patriotic Societies. Why should not 
I have the luck of that fanatic priest, whose name I have forgot, 
who preached in France & the other States of Europe for the 
Conquest of the Holy Land. Louisiana & its wretched inhabitants 
are assuredly more interesting than that barren Country: The 
Spaniards who defend the Mississippi are more worthy of Contempt 
than The Ottoman ; & the French of the eighteenth Century, freed 
from the yoke of Despotism, Superstition, & religious fanat- 
icism, burn with the Divine fire & sacred enthusiasm which Liberty 
inspires. Subscriptions will be opened & immediately filled up, & 
Thousands of brave patriots will present themselves for that suberb 
& truly Holy Expedition. 

Citizens, Eeceive these new assurances of my zeal, activity, 
perseverance, & punctuality to inform you, as often as possible 
of every Circumstance relative to my Mission. 

Salus in Patria 

August Lachaise* 



sFor references to Lachaise see Selections from the Draper collection 
to elucidate the proposed French expedition under George Rogers Clark 
against Louisiana in 1793, 1794. Amer. Hist. Assn. Report 1896 v. 1, 
p. 930-1107. 
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At a meeting of the Democratic Society at the State house on 
Monday the 12th of May 1794. 

Mr. Bradford in the Chair 
Levi Todd Clerk pro Tern 

The Society adjourned until Tomorrow at Eleven o'clock 
to meet this place. 
Teste Levi Todd. 
The Committee appointed to superintend the printing of Demo- 
cratic Publications, Eeport, 

That they have attended to that Business, and have received 
the Printers Account of Ten Pounds Six Shillings for his Services ; 
and now lay it before the Society. 

Lexington, May 13th 1794. 

At a numerous meeting of the Citizens of this State at this 
place Mr- Campbell Appointed to the Chair. 

On Motion ; Eesolved, that the Citizens this State present, may 
be invited to give this [illegible] and join themselves with us, in 
our deliberations. 

John Bradford was appointed Clerk protem. 

On motion Resolved that whin this meeting adjourn that they 
adjourn until next Saturday week at 10-Clock in the Morning 
to meet at this place. 

— That Eob. Breckenridge & Geo. Nicholas, Eob Johnson be 
appointed a Committee to take such means to make the sd. meet- 
ing known to the Citizens of this State. 

At a meeting of the Democratic Republican Society of Prince Wm. 4 
held at the Court house of the said County on Saturday the 7th 
day of June 1794. 

Present, Twenty two members 
Eesolved unanimously that the System of Politicks pursued in the 
present session of Congress by Eichard Bland Lee the representa- 



■iPrince William Co., Va. 
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tive for this district is such as in the opinion of this Society 
ought to meet the most pointed disapprobation of his constituents 
and that the said Richard Bland Lee as a public character is alto- 
gether unworthy of the future confidence of Good Eepublicans. 
Eesolved, (Eighteen member voting in the affirmative) that this 
Society conceives it the duty of every Friend to democracy when 
a person shall come forward as a Candidate for a post of Profit 
or honor if he has heard any such person deliver sentiments 
Antidemocratical to make the same public. 

Eesolved unanimously as the opinion of this Society that it is in- 
compatible with the genuine principles of republicanism that offices 
of high trust and great emolument should be heaped on the same 
person. 

Eesolved as the opinion of this Society that it is contrary to the 
Spirit of the Constitution that the Judges of the Supreme Court 
should be permitted to accept offices emanating from and at the 
disposal of the President as it has a tendency to give the Execu- 
tive an undue influence and to destroy the Independency of the 
Judges. 

Eesolved unanimously that as the chief Judge is by the Constitu- 
tion to preside on an impeachment of the President the appoint- 
ment of him to any additional office that may be in the gift of 
the President is peculiarly improper. 

Eesolved unanimously that as treaties are the Supreme Law of 
the Land it is improper that Judges be appointed to make such 
treaties for it has ever been held as a true principle in all republican 
Governments that it is improper for the same person to make and 
expound the Law- 
Resolved therefore unanimously that for these reasons this 
Society disapprove of the appointment of John Jay chief Judge 
of the Supreme Court of the United States as Envoy extraordinary 
to the Court of Great Britain. 

(Signed) Geo. Graham President 
A Copy 

Test. Jno. Williams Secy. 
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Dumfries, June 9th 1794: 
Citizens, 
We the Committee of Correspondence of the Democratic repub- 
lican Society of Prince William in Virginia having Seen in the 
public prints your Constitution and part of your subsequent pro- 
ceedings and most heartily Concurring with you in your laudable 
endeavors to promote the general good of our Country do therefore 
propose that a Correspondence may henceforth be Carried on be- 
tween us for the purposes directed by our Constitutions. We here- 
with, present you with a Copy of our Constitution and Sundry 
resolutions and proceedings which have resulted from our institu- 
tion. It will at all times afford us satisfaction to receive from you 
any Communications which you may Deem expedient to make and 
to further as far as we can whatever may tend to the public good. 
By order of the Committee 

George Brooke Chairman. 
At a meeting of the Democratic Society for the County of Fay- 
ette held at the State House in Lexington on Thursday the 4th of 
August 1794. 

John Breckinridge Chairman 
Present Members 

A Letter from Augt. Lachaise in Ansr. to the Address & re- 
port of a Comee. of this Society was read. 

A Letter from the Democratic Society of Washington County 
Pennsylvania read- 

A Letter from Demo. Society prince William Virginia Read. 
Whereupon — 

Eesolve No. 1 read & agd to & j 
Resolve No. 2 read & agd to /Unanimously 

Resolve No. 3 read & agd to ' 

Society went into Comee of the whole on the subject of the 
Navigation of the Mississippi. 

Mr. Campbell in the Chair — 
Repd No 4. agd to. Mr. Campbell, Mr. Coburn, Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. Patterson & Mr. Smith 

No. 5 agd. No. 6 agd to, Jno Coburn, Js Stewart, Alex. Mc- 
Gregor Jno Bradford & P Caldwell. 
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Printer requested to publish the proceedings. 
Chairman to request the attendance of Members 
adgd til Stated meeting 3 o'Clock. 

Citizen 5 

Your address to the Democratic Society, has been received, and 
became the subject of their consideration: In that address you 
were pleased to signify your intention of visiting your fellow citi- 
zens in France, who are now gloriously engaged in the cause of 
Freedom, and the happiness of the whole human race. We regret 
our separation, and lament the occasion, tho we applaud the motive 
— and acknowledge it consistent with those sentiments of ardent 
affection so often intimated by you for your countrymen ; and while 
we love the man that sympathizes with bleeding France, we admire 
the sublime virtue which is not checked by any distance, difficulties, 
or dangers, from joining the standard of Freedom. 

The impediments to the Scheme (in which you had been des- 
tined to act an important part) for removing the Shackles created 
by a Despot that prevent our uninterrupted use of the river Mis- 
sissippi, our natural right, as well as a right obtained by cession, 
we do not take a retrospective view of, without receiving those im- 
pressions of concern, that naturally flow from a knowledge of Op- 
pression and injustice, imposed on a. people who have a right to be 
free, and altlio' there have been obstructions to this first design 
contemplated, we are not yet without hopes, that the brave and gen- 
erous Republic of France, of which you are a Citizen, will not lose 
sight of effecting the possession of it, and thereby extend from her 
bountiful hand, compleat happiness to us and to Millions yet un- 
born. We are the more solicitous for this event, as they are the 
only people on earth whose sensations of freedom, vibrate in per- 
fect unison with our own, wherefrom we are nattered, that per- 
petual amity and affection will subject between us, without a tran- 
sient cloud of dissatisfaction interrupting its reciprocity. 

Accept Citizen our thanks for your friendly disposition to- 
wards our interests, and be assured, we wish you a safe and speedy 



^Probably to Lachaise, in answer to hist letter mentioned In the 
proceedings of the meeting of Aug. 4, 1794. 



William and Mary Quarterly 255 

passage to our friends and brethren in Prance, and that you may 
there act a distinguished part, in healing the wounds of your coun- 
try, and substantiate the freedom thereof, either by your exertions 
within its own limits, or in any other quarter where the wisdom of 
her councils may direct. 

EE SOLVED that the coresponding Committee be requested to 
open a eorresjjondence, with such persons as they may think proper, 
residing within So. Western Territory respecting the navigation of 
the Eiver Mississippi, in order to obtain the joint cooperation of 
the citizens of that Territory in our attempt to obtain the free navi- 
gation of that river, and that they communicate from time to time 
their correspondence on that subject. 

EESOLVED that the Second Article of the Constitution be 
suspended for two months & during that time any Person may he- 
come a Member of the Society on his Subscribing the Constitution 
& paying three shillings. 

EESOLVED that our Members in Congress who are now with- 
in this State be requested by the said comee to give such informa- 
tion to them as they possess on the above mentioned subject. 

EESOLVED that the commee. of correspondence, be directed 
to address the Democratic Eepublican Society of Prince William 
in Virga- in answer to their letter of the 9th of June last, assuring 
them of our perfect readiness to carry on a correspondence with 
them, & assuring them also, that their resolutions inclosed to us in 
their Sd. Letter, meet our hearty concurrence, & contain the senti- 
ments of true & undefiled Eepublicanism And that the said 

commee. do communicate to them, such of the proceedings of this 
Society, as they may think fit. 

No. 1. 

EESOLVED that the commee. of correspondence be directed to 
address the President of the Democratic Society of Washington 
county in Pennsylvania, in answer to a letter from the correspond- 
ing commee. of said Society, dated the 8th of April last, assuring 
them of our strong desire & perfect willingness to open a corre- 
spondence with them, on the subject of our unredressed Griev- 
ances, & assuring them also, that being all equally fellow-sufferers 
we shall heartily cooperate with them in endeavouring to attain & 
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secure their & our natural rights. And that the said Commee. ck> 
communicate to them such of the proceedings of this Society, as 
they may think proper. 

Eesolved that the Corresponding Committee be directed to in- 
form the Democratic Society of Washington County in the State 
of Pennsylvania, that this Society concurs with them in their Beso- 
lutions relative to the Official Conduct of the President of the 
United States adopted at their meeting on the 23 day of June — 
1794—. 

EESOLVED, That Jno Campbell, Jno Coburn, Eobt John- 
son, Eobt Patterson & James Smith 

be a Committee for the purpose of requesting our Members in 
Congress now within this State by letter or otherwise to attend the 
next States meeting of this Society in Order that we may obtain 
certain information relative to the important matters respecting 
this Country ; more especially regarding the Negociations that have 
taken place respecting the free use of the Navigation of the Eiver 
Mississippi, and in what State those negociations (if any) now 
rest, as also respecting such other public national matters as may 
be interesting to the good people of this Commonwealth. 



